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Tourism prospects for 2011 very favorable! 



Minister of Tourism, Labor and Transport, Otmar Oduber 

ORANJESTAD — Tourism while for hotel occupancy 
figures up to December there is an increase of 2.7%. 
shows a growth of about A comparison of the Revpar, 
2.4% in tourism arrivals, revenue per room, of 2010 



hearts On fire* 


THE WORLD'S MOST 
PERFECTLY CUT DIAMOND* 
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Jewelry 7 by Hearts On Fire 
Starling at $149 

new the entire 

ml I ec ito n at h cartso n l‘i re. com 


Noble Jewelers 

Weststraat #4, Shop # i Oranjestad 
Aruba I 297.5B3.8780 / 6785 



with that of 2008 (the best 
tourism year) shows a whop¬ 
ping increase of 7.8%. The 
Tax Office also reported an 
increase in room tax receipts 
of 14%! 

These figures certainly are 
impressive and positive for 
Aruba and Minister of 
Tourism, Otmar Oduber is 
very pleased. He expressed 
much praise for the work of 
his staff and the various de¬ 
partments along with the pri¬ 
vate sector who together 
contributed to making this a 
successful year for tourism. 

The tourism outlook for 
2011 appears even more 
promising. This, in part be¬ 
cause of the improved rela¬ 
tionships with our different 
strategic partners. Among 

All Government 
departments 
are closed on 
Dec. 24 and 31 

ORANJESTAD - The Aruba 
government announces that in 
connection with the ATV days 
and holidays, all government 
departments will be closed for 
the general public on Decem¬ 
ber 24th, Christmas Eve, and 
December 31st, New Year’s 
Eve. 

Due to vacations of some of 
the employees, some depart¬ 
ments will close before the 
above mentioned date. 

The first day of work for 
the year 2011 is Monday, Jan¬ 
uary 3rd. 

The Government wishes its 
public employees and all the 
community of Aruba a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 



those are the KLM and the 
Carnival Cruise organiza¬ 
tion. 

Next year the Aruba 
Tourism Association (ATA) 
will also take on its new sta¬ 
tus -sui generis - which for 
18 years no government suc¬ 
ceeded in realizing. ATA sui 
generis will be a more inde¬ 
pendent entity, far removed 
from political influences, and 
well capable of implementing 
the tourism vision of the gov¬ 
ernment for Aruba. 

The goal of 2011 is to 
achieve, for the first time, a 
strategic plan, a master plan 
for tourism; and to lay the 
foundation for Aruba’s 
tourism for the next 25 years. 
We will ensure that every de¬ 
cision taken, whether that is 


with respect to infrastructure, 
education, expatriates, hotel 
rooms, amount of taxis, jobs, 
etc. that hereon forward will 
be in keeping with the kind of 
tourism we want for Aruba. 

The minister assured the 
press that Aruba’s tourism 
master plan will be the exam¬ 
ple for the region, showing 
how we are planning for the 
next 20 years how we want 
Aruba to be. 

"The traveler 
sees what 
he sees, 
the tourist 
see what he has 
come to see." 


$5 OFF 

adult general admission 


BUY ONE ADULT TICKET, 
AT FULL PRICE, 
RECEIVE 2nd ONE, 

AT $5.00 OFF 

Not valid for special events 
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* Bring this ad to receive a free orange juice % Pel 

Le Petit (a*fe 


^o/yia/iCj tt/l& Stone. cot 


Located at: 
Playa Linda 
Beach Resort 
Tel. 586 4046 

Breakfast Monday thru Saturday 8 - 11 AM 


Le Petit Cafe 


£tane Cfri£i PeJtaorant & Bar Cvety Day -froo* £-7 pa* 


$ 9.95 


2 Eggs (fried? scrambled or poached) 
with bacon? and link sausage? 
potatoes, toast and coffee or tea . 


Dinner Salad 
or 

Soup of the day 


Lemon Chicken Breast 

or 

Petit FHet Mignon 

or 

Filet of Grouper 


Ice Cream 

Chocolate 

or 

Vanilla 


not valid iotth ether prowo&otial offers or coupons 


AH served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT Stone 
14 Phis 15% service charge. Not valid with other promotional offers or coupons, 
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Bulgaria, Romania blocked from Second British royal 
joining Schengen wedding announced 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AFP) - 
France and Germany decided 
yesterday to block Bulgaria and 
Romania from joining Europe's 
borderless 25-nation Schengen 
area next year, a move de¬ 
nounced by the Romanian pres¬ 
ident as discriminatory. 

French Interior Minister 
Brice Hortefeux and German 
counterpart Thomas de 
Maiziere told European home 
affairs commissioner Cecilia 
Malmstroem in a letter that it 
was "premature" to let them 
enter the passport-free travel 
area in March 2011. 

The ministers said a deci¬ 
sion on the applications would 
be made once the two former 
communist bloc nations make 
"irreversible progress" in the 
fight against corruption and or¬ 
ganised crime, according a 
copy of the letter seen by AFP. 

Romanian President Traian 
Basescu slammed the Franco- 
German move as "an act of 
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discrimination." 

Bulgaria's foreign ministry 
said the country would do its 
"utmost" to ease any doubts 
about its readiness to join, "in¬ 
cluding in the areas of the ju¬ 
dicial system and society as a 
whole." 

The Schengen area allows 
more than 400 million citizens 
to travel across a territory that 
ranges from Greece to Finland, 
and Portugal to Poland, with¬ 
out having to pull out a pass¬ 
port. 

The area includes 22 of the 
European Union's 27 members 
plus Iceland, Switzerland and 
Norway. 

Romania and Bulgaria 
joined the EU in 2007. By 
choice, EU members Britain 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AFP) - 
Europe turned to the Internet 
yesterday in a bid to clamp 
down on human trafficking, 
launching a website to coordi¬ 
nate prosecution, prevention 
and protection of victims of a 
"horrific" crime. 

"Modern slavery is still a 
practice in the European 
Union," said Home Affairs 
Commissioner Cecilia Malm¬ 
stroem on launching 
http ://ec. europa. eu/anti-traf- 
ficking, to be overseen by a 
newly-named EU anti-traffick¬ 
ing coordinator. 

The moves came days after 
the European Parliament 
adopted a range of measures 
aimed at harmonising and 
hardening legislation on 
human trafficking across the 
EU. 

"This is the first time we 
have a good and very ambi¬ 
tious directive, a new coordi¬ 
nator, a website. A few years 
ago this was not even on the 
agenda," Malmstroem said. 


and Ireland have not joined the 
travel zone while Cyprus has 
applied to enter Schengen. 

Experts from EU states who 
visited Romania and Bulgaria 
will present a report in January 
that will be used by govern¬ 
ments to make a decision. 

Allowing a country to join 
Schengen must be agreed by 
members states by unanimity, 
meaning that France and Ger¬ 
many have veto power over 
the applications. 

The decision to block the 
entry of Romania and Bulgaria 
follows a summer row over 
France's deportation of Roma 
migrants from the two eastern 
European nations, although the 
issue was not cited as a reason 
for the Schengen veto. 


The parliamentary directive 
will give member states — bar 
Britain and Denmark — two 
years to comply with new rules 
toughening up penalties for 
traffickers in human beings, 
who now can face up to 10 
years in prison. 

With several hundred thou¬ 
sand people believed to be traf¬ 
ficked into the EU or within 
the EU each year, the measures 
include trafficking in people 
for illegal adoption, forced 
marriages, begging, organs, 
sexual exploitation or labour 
exploitation. 

An estimated 40 percent of 
the victims, mainly women 
and girls, are exploited for 
prostitution, and around a third 
for menial labour. 

Lawmakers have said the 
trafficking business is highly 
lucrative, second-only in ille¬ 
gal activity to the weapons 
trade — more even than drugs 
— with the risk for people in¬ 
volved "fairly low" until 
now. 


LONDON, England (AFP) - 
Queen Elizabeth II's eldest 
grand-daughter Zara Phillips is 
to wed her rugby-playing 
boyfriend Mike Tindall, Buck¬ 
ingham Palace announced yes¬ 
terday, in a marriage of 
world-beating sports stars. 

Setting up the prospect of 
two royal weddings in 2011, 
the announcement comes a 
month after her cousin Prince 
William, the second in line to 
the throne, revealed his en¬ 
gagement to university sweet¬ 
heart Kate Middleton. 

Phillips, 29, the daughter of 
the queen's only daughter 
Princess Anne, is an eventing 
world champion and 12th in 
line to the throne. 


Tindall, 32, who played in 
England's 2003 World Cup¬ 
winning team, proposed on 
Monday at their home in Chel¬ 
tenham, southwest England, 
the palace said. 

The couple have been to¬ 
gether for seven years and have 
largely kept their relationship 
out of the spotlight. They are 
yet to set a wedding date. 

A Buckingham Palace 
spokeswoman said Queen 
Elizabeth and her husband 
Prince Philip were "delighted 
with the news." 

While William and his fi¬ 
ancee are to tie the knot at 
Westminster Abbey on April 
29, Phillips' wedding will be a 
more low-key event 



PORT AU PRINCE, Haiti -- Photo shows children playing 
as they wait for adoption by parents that will return with 
them to France in Port-au-Prince. France has sent an air¬ 
craft to Haiti yesterday to fetch a group of Haitian children 
adopted by French families, almost a year after an earth¬ 
quake devastated the island, the French government said. 
(AFP PHOTO) 



Fully furnished studio apartments, walking distance to Eagle 
Beach, per day, week or month, excellent alternative for your next 
vacation in Aruba. 

Bubal! #1 43, Noord, Aruba 


Phones: (297) 587-7482 / 587-6474 Fax: (297) 587-8448 


www.sasaki-apartments.com 
E-mail: sasakiapartments@hotmail.oom 


Europe takes battle on 
human traffic to cyberspace 
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We hereby announce the closure of the RBTT Boulevard Branch, LG. Smith Boulevard 66, 
effective January 31, 2011, 


The closure of the Boulevard Branch is driven by pursuit of one-stop service offerings with the convenience 
and ease of getting all your banking needs at a single location. We recommend you to use our Head Office 
branch located at Italiestraat 36, Oranjestad, as this branch is spacious and 
offers ample parking space. 

Our friendly staff will continue to strive to meet your financial needs and 
we look forward to being of further service to you in the future. 

imagine YY\OTE for yourself, 


ITALIESTRAAT 36, ORANJESTAD * L*G, SMITH BOULEVARD 66, ORANJESTAD • CAVA G*F, (BETICO) CROES 89, ORANJESTAD 

PALM BEACH S-A, NOORD • B V/D VEEN ZEPPENFELDSTRAAT 26-A, SAN NICOLAS 
SERVICE LINE: 588-0101 * OFFICES: 523-3100 * FAX: 582-1756 * E-MAIL: INFO@TT.RBTT.COM * WWW.RBTT.COM 
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851 Less Fortunate Kids Now 
Have a Better Chance! 



Prime Minister Eman and Minister of Social Affairs, 
Mrs. Michelle Winklaar-Hooyboer signing the gov¬ 
ernment decree. 


Renovation Plans 
for 6 Barrios Ready 
For Public Tender 


ORANJESTAD —Early yes¬ 
terday Prime Minister Eman 
and Minister of Social Af¬ 
fairs, Mrs. Michelle Win¬ 
klaar-Hooyboer signed the 
government decree to allo¬ 
cate the so-called “kinder- 
toeslag’ (child allowance) for 
parents on welfare. 

The Prime Minister re¬ 
ported that since the begin¬ 
ning of the year the welfare 
support was increased by 
25%, because of the 2360 
persons needing this support, 
of which 1049 are individuals 
with a handicap and 1241 
who for one reason or the 


FOR 

SALE 


Beautiful 
Specialty - Store 
good concept 


Includes Good Will, some 
stock and furniture 
(Option to add cafe to store 
with coffee, cake etc.) 


Fixed $28.000 


(approx $10,000 in 
additional expenses) 

Must sell 
immediately! 

Flexibility and terms no 
problem 
Call: 6610096 
e-mail: 

Iindasanchez520@yahoo.com 


other are unable to be em¬ 
ployed. This group of persons 
was receiving the lowest 
amount of welfare allowance, 

hence the reason for in¬ 
creasing it with 25% and with 
a child support of Afls. 100 
for each child in the family. 

The Prime Minister 
praised the minister of Social 
Affairs for her interest and 
dedication to the material and 
immaterial aspects of the so¬ 
cial situations of our commu¬ 
nity. According to Eman, the 
most vulnerable groups in 
our community were the first 
to be given attention and as¬ 
sistance from the govern¬ 
ment. 

The decree signed yester¬ 
day will take effect as of Jan¬ 
uary 1st, 2011. Eman 


continued to indicate that in 
keeping with the intention to 
introduce the obligatory edu¬ 
cation law for every one less 
than 18 years of age, it is 
obligatory that the govern¬ 
ment exercise responsibility 
to assist families who may 
not have the necessary re¬ 
sources to send their children 
to school adequately. The 
new measure, according to 
the Prime Minister is one of 
the commitments coming out 
of the recently held National 
Social Dialogue. This law, he 
says lays the basis for a more 
fair Aruba. At the beginning 
of 2011 some 851 children 
will have a better chance to 
purchase needed clothing and 
food and be able to go to 
school. 


ORANJESTAD - The gov¬ 
ernment’s plans for the ren¬ 
ovation of our many barrios 
(districts)are in full swing. 

The barrios to be reno¬ 
vated are known and FCCA 
(Foundation for Social 
Housing) are placing these 
plans for public bidding so 
the work can begin in 
earnest. 

The government’s inten¬ 
tion is to create more pleas¬ 
ant circumstances in which 
families can flourish and 
develop in the most posi¬ 
tive sense in the barrios. 

The work in these bar¬ 
rios has already begun. 


There are six big restructur¬ 
ing projects taking place in 
different barrios, which are 
already cleared for public 
bidding at FCCA. 

Some of these plans in¬ 
clude adequate street light¬ 
ing, asphalting of roads, 
creating recreational areas, 
and an office for special as¬ 
sistance in the barrios. 

The government is con¬ 
vinced that these plans will 
create a more pleasant liv¬ 
ing condition and con¬ 
tribute to an integral form 
of addressing the social 
problems in the commu¬ 
nity. 
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Playa Linda Beach Resort 
marks the holidays with a 
celebration of ‘employees’ 
accomplishments 



Department of the year: Accounting 



Employee of the year Lucio Pieter with GM Jan van Nes 



The employees of the Playa 
Linda Beach Resort enjoyed 
a recent holiday celebration 
at the Aruba Surfside Marina, 
complete with dinner, danc¬ 
ing and the recognition of its 
most outstanding employees. 

Playa Linda General Man¬ 
ager Jan van Nes congratu¬ 
lated the entire staff on its 
contributions to the success 
of the popular Palm Beach- 
based timeshare resort, espe¬ 
cially in light of the 
additional challenges brought 
by renovation work. He pro¬ 
vided additional praise to this 
year’s standouts, which in¬ 
cluded: Employee of the Year 
Lucio Pieter, with the Front 
Office; Supervisor of the 
Year Hubert Martis, Beach 
Concierge, and Star Award 


winner, Armando Barroso. 
For their teamwork as well as 
excellence in job perform¬ 
ance, the Accounting Depart¬ 
ment was named the 
“Department of the Year.” 

Playa Linda Cooperative 
Association Board Member 
Jack Masser, together with 
his wife Pat, who was also 
present at the celebration, 
spoke on behalf of all the re¬ 
sort’s timeshare owners and 
guests, expressing words of 
appreciation for the excellent 
work the staff accomplishes 
all year long. 

The high spirits of the 
evening continued into the 
late night hours with dancing 
to a live band and toasts to 
continued camaraderie and 
accomplishments in 2011. 




Happy Hour Everyday from 5-7pm 

Puy a medium pizza get a l* A^^ E P tzz * 

We have also 2 for 1 on Prinks 
’ > We are open everyday from 1 lam -11pm 
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$11-million Christmas tree runs into trouble 


ABU DHABI (AFP) - A lux¬ 
ury hotel in Abu Dhabi which 
unveiled a Christmas tree dec¬ 
orated with jewels valued at 11 
million dollars has decided to 
put the record straight against 
criticism of having gone over 
the top. 

The Emirates Palace hotel 
said it regretted "attempts to 
overload the tradition followed 
by most hotels in the country," 
it said, in a statement quoted in 
GuRNews."Putting the Christ¬ 
mas tree... is a tradition meant 
to share in celebrating occa¬ 
sions guests hold while they are 
away from their home coun¬ 
tries and families," said the 
hotel in the United Arab Emi¬ 
rates capital. 

Under a headline of "Trou¬ 
ble over 11 million dollar 
Christmas tree," Gulf News 
said the hotel stressed this was 
"within the framework of the 
UAE’s policy which is based 
on the values of openness and 
tolerance." 

Emirates Palace stressed 


that the jewels were on loan 
from an Abu Dhabi gallery 
which had paid all the costs of 
making and decorating the 
tree.Emirates Palace hotel gen¬ 
eral manager Hans Olbertz said 
the tree, which he described as 
the "most expensive Christmas 
tree ever," will probably be an 


entry into the Guinness book of 
world records. 

the hotel in the oil-rich Gulf 
emirate where the local popu¬ 
lation is Muslim, bills itself as 
a seven-star establishment and 
has a package for a week-long 
stay priced at one million dol¬ 
lars. 
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Luxury Living at an Island Paradise 



www.diviarubaresidences.com Call 735 5252 or 735 5300 


Aruba is proud of superlative 
student Si Ivienne 



On Friday, December 17, Sil- 
vienne Rudienne Krosendijk 
graduated from East Carolina 


University where she earned 
a Masters of Science in 
Sports and Exercise Degree. 



She maintained a perfect 
Grade Point Average (GPA) 
of 4.0 


Silviennne’s proud parents 
together with her sister and 
godchild flew over to 
Greenville, North Carolina to 
be with her on this joyous oc¬ 
casion and wish her all the 
best. 

Photo shows Silvienne 
with her family after the 
graduation ceremony. 
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UNICASA 

Supermarket 


umcasa 

SUPERMARKET 


f/M w an Tel: (297) 586-8540 

Located at Palm Beach #184 

Opening hours: Monday - Saturday 8 a.m. -12 p.m. / Sundays 8 a.m. -10 p.m. 
next to Grand Victoria Bar & Restaurant 
close to the traffic lights and high rise hotel area. 
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4 CUSTOMER 
FAVORITES 

made with 100% Pure Aruha Aloe 



Island Remedy™ 
Intensive Facial 
Treatment 




Helps minimize skin blemishes, 
fine lines & wrinkles 


Desert Bloom™ 
Hand Lotion 

Moisturize & 
protect your hands 
with natural organic 
essential oils 





Aruba Aloe™ 
Pure Aloe Vera 
Skin Care Gel 



Helps to 
rejuvenate & 
energize dry 
skin 



Island Remedy™ 
Body Lotion 

Soothes and 
moisturizes 
skin that 
requires 
extra care 


Aruba Aloe Balm NV Pitastraat 115, Oranjestad 
T: 588 3222 www.ArubaAloe.comwww.facebook.com/arubaaloe 
Stores: Paseo Herencia, Renaissance Mall, Palm Beach Plaza, Hato Factory 
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$5 OFF 


*WITH YOUR PURCHASE 
OF $50 OR MORE 
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Sci-Tech 


Biting winters driven by global warming: scientists 



PARIS (AFP) - Counter-intu¬ 
itive but true, say scientists: a 
string of freezing European 
winters scattered over the last 
decade has been driven in 
large part by global warming. 

The culprit, according to a 
new study, is the Arctic's re¬ 
ceding surface ice, which at 
current rates of decline could 
to disappear entirely during 
summer months by century's 
end. 

The mechanism uncov¬ 
ered triples the chances that 
future winters in Europe and 
north Asia will be similarly 
inclement, the study reports. 

Bitingly cold weather 
wreaked havoc across Europe 
in the winter months of2005- 
2006, dumping snow in 
southern Spain and plunging 
eastern Europe and Russia 
into an unusually — and 
deadly — deep freeze. 

Another sustained cold 
streak in 2009-2010, gave 
Britain its coldest winter in 
14 years, and wreaked trans¬ 
portation havoc across the 
continent. This year seems 
poised to deliver a repeat per¬ 
formance. 


At first glance, this flurry 
of frostiness would seem to 
be at odds with standard cli¬ 
mate change scenarios in 
which Earth's temperature 
steadily rises, possibly by as 
much as five or six degrees 
Celsius (9.0 to 10.8 degrees 
Fahrenheit) by 2100. 

Climate sceptics who 
question the gravity of global 
warming or that humans are 
to blame point to the deep 
chills as confirmation of their 
doubts. 

Such assertions, counter 
scientists, mistakenly con¬ 
flate the long-term patterns of 
climate with the short-term 


vagaries of weather, and ig¬ 
nore regional variation in cli¬ 
mate change impacts. 

New research, however, 
goes further, showing that 
global warming has actually 
contributed to Europe's win¬ 
ter blues. 

Rising temperatures in the 
Arctic — increasing at two to 
three times the global aver¬ 
age — have peeled back the 
region's floating ice cover by 
20 percent over the last three 
decades. 

This has allowed more of 
the Sun's radiative force to be 
absorbed by dark-blue sea 
rather than bounced back into 


space by reflective ice and 
snow, accelerating the warm¬ 
ing process. 

More critically for 
weather patterns, it has also 
created a massive source of 
heat during the winter 
months. 

"Say the ocean is at zero 
degrees Celsius (32 degrees 
Fahrenheit)," said Stefan 
Rahmstorf, a climate scientist 
at the Potsdam Institute for 
Climate Impact Research in 
Germany. 

"That is a lot warmer than 
the overlying air in the polar 
area in winter, so you get a 
major heat flow heating up 
the atmosphere from below 
which you don't have when it 
is covered by ice. That's a 
massive change," he told 
AFP in an interview. 

The result, according to a 
modelling study published 
earlier this month the Journal 
of Geophysical Research, is a 
strong high-pressure system 
over the newly-exposed sea 
which brings cold polar air, 
swirling counter-clockwise, 
into Europe. 

"Recent severe winters 


like last year's or the one of 
2005-2006 do not conflict 
with the global warming pic¬ 
ture, but rather supplement 
it," explained Vladimir 
Petoukhov, lead author of the 
study and a physicist at the 
Potsdam Institute. 

"These anomalies could 
triple the probability of cold 
winter extremes in Europe 
and north Asia," he said. 

The researchers created a 
computer model simulating 
the impact on weather pat¬ 
terns of a gradual reduction 
of winter ice cover in the 
Barents-Kara Sea, north of 
Scandinavia. 

Other possible explana¬ 
tions for uncommonly cold 
winters — reduced Sun activ¬ 
ity or changes in the Gulf 
Stream — "tend to exaggerate 
their effect," Petoukhov said. 

He also points out that 
during the freezing 2005- 
2006 winter, when tempera¬ 
tures averaged 10 C below 
normal in Siberia, there were 
no unusual variations in the 
north Atlantic oscillation, an¬ 
other putative cause. 
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Health & Living 


Study: Autistic children 
lack visual skills 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Autistic children have diffi¬ 
culty finding things such as 
shoes in a bedroom or apples 
at a supermarket, impairing 
their ability to lead normal 
lives, according to a new study. 

Researchers at the Univer¬ 
sity of Bristol said that by test¬ 
ing the ability to carry out 
real-life tasks they had chal¬ 
lenged previous findings that 
autistic children have en¬ 
hanced visual searching skills. 

"This new research indi¬ 
cates that children with autism 
are unable to search effectively 
for objects in real-life situa¬ 
tions — a skill that is essential 
for achieving independence in 
adulthood," they said in a 
statement. 

The researchers told 40 
children, half of whom were 
autistic, to search for targets in 
a test room in an experiment 
they said mirrored daily life 
better than previous tests that 
used computers or table-top 
tasks. 

"Critically, these targets ap¬ 
peared more on one side of the 
room than the other," they said, 
which allowed them to test 
previous conclusions that 
autistic children are quicker to 
pick up on patterns in a sys¬ 
tem. 

"A contemporary theory of 
autism (systematizing) states 


that these children are more 
sensitive to regularities within 
a system, (for example, prime 
numbers, computer programs 
and train timetables)," it said. 

"Surprisingly, more ’sys¬ 
tematic’ behavior was not ob¬ 
served in this test; children 
with autism were less efficient 
and more chaotic in their 
search." 

The findings could help ex¬ 
plain why autistic children are 
often unable to complete sim¬ 
ple tasks like finding their fa¬ 
vorite animal at the zoo, the 
researchers said. 

"The ability to work effec¬ 
tively and systematically in 
these kind of tasks mirrors 
everyday behaviors that allow 
us to function as independent 
adults," said Josie Briscoe, one 
of the authors of the report. 

"This research offers an ex¬ 
citing opportunity to explore 
underlying skills that could 
help people with autism 
achieve independence." 

The study will appear in the 
US "Proceedings of the Na¬ 
tional Academy of Sciences" 
PNAS December 21-25 issue. 

An estimated 1.5 million 
Americans suffer from autism, 
a disability that affects one’s 
ability to communicate and in¬ 
teract with others and typically 
appears during the first three 
years of life. 


27 charged in Panama 
poisoning 


PANAMA CITY, Panama 
(AFP) - Twenty seven people 
have been charged in Panama 
in the 2006 mass poisoning 
that left 168 dead due to con¬ 
taminated medicinal syrup, 
prosecutors said. 

"So far there are 27 defen¬ 
dants," prosecutor Dimas Gue¬ 
vara, who was to make the 
case before country’s supreme 
court. 

The medicines, contami¬ 
nated with diethylene glycol, 
an industrial solvent used for 
automobile brake fluid and an¬ 
tifreeze — and imported from 


China — left hundreds sick¬ 
ened. 

While authorities acknowl¬ 
edge 168 people dead, a group 
representing the victims 
claims the figure is much 
higher. 

"We are fighting for real 
justice, for this not to happen 
again anywhere in the world," 
Gabriel Pascual, head of the 
victims' group, told AFP. 

Up to this point the only 
person arrested had been the 
legal representative of 
Panama's Social Security Fund 
that distributed the drug. 
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Study:Brain scans indicate when 
dyslexics will read 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - A 
simple brain scan may predict 
when youngsters with dyslexia 
will learn to read, a new study 
said. 

The brain disorder makes it 
difficult for even very bright 
children to learn how to read 
and can be a lifelong source of 
frustration. 

But according to research 
published in the Proceedings 
of the National Academy of 
Science (PNAS), brain scans 
can predict the improvement 
of teenagers' reading skills, 
with up to 90 percent accuracy. 

"This study takes an impor¬ 
tant step toward realizing the 
potential benefits of combining 
neuroscience and education re¬ 
search by showing how brain 
scanning measures are sensi¬ 
tive to individual differences 
that predict educationally rele¬ 
vant outcomes," said Bruce 



McCandliss, one of the lead 
authors of the study and a pro¬ 
fessor at Vanderbilt University. 

The research found brain 
scan results to be significantly 
more accurate in predicting 
how well a dyslexic child ulti¬ 
mately reads than standardized 
reading tests or the child's be¬ 
havior. 

"This approach opens up a 


new vantage point on the ques¬ 
tion of how children with 
dyslexia differ from one an¬ 
other in ways that translate into 
meaningful differences two to 
three years down the line," 
McCandliss said. 

He said the research raises 
the prospect of a future test 
that could help match dyslexic 
students with the most effec¬ 
tive treatments. 

"Such insights may be cru¬ 
cial for new educational re¬ 
search on how to best meet the 
individual needs of struggling 
readers," he said. 

The research was primarily 
conducted by experts at the 
Stanford University School of 
Medicine, with help from re¬ 
searchers at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, the 
University of Jyvaskyla in Fin¬ 
land. and the University of 
York in the United Kingdom. 
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SALES OFFICE NOW OPEN 



J'oCCow your 'Dream ancCjindit J-Cere 



HGMENET 

Real Estate 


Phone: (297) 525.25.25 Fax: (297) 586.96.96 

i nfo @ ho m en eta ru ba. com 



EGG DISHES 
*2 eggs sunny side up 

with ham & cheese 

*Scrambled 

with ham, cheese, onions, 
green pepper, tomato, mushroom 

*Plain omelettes 

with ham, cheese, onion, green pepper, 
tomato, mushroom 

All egg dishes are served with a choice of: 

white or whole wheat baguette or sliced 
toasted bread. 


LOCAL BREAKFAST 
*Pan grandi ( di rama ) 
or baguette 

*KERRIE-KERRIE (FISH ) 
*CONCH 
*FISH EGG 
*SHRIMPS 
*FISH FILLET 
*FISH CAKE 


*PASTECHI HORNA 
*CREPES 
*SWEET CREPES 
*BAGEL with cream cheese, 
smoked salmon, boiled egg 


*CHICKEN SOUP 


*FRUIT SALAD 
& YOGHURT 


* 



HOT BEVERAGES 
COLD BEVERAGES 


Snowbound German airport sends 
in the clowns 


FRANKFURT, Germany 
(AFP) - With travellers fraz¬ 
zled by hundreds of flight can¬ 
cellations, Germany’s busiest 
airport has hired clowns to 
help them and their children 
pass the hours. 

’’Four clowns are perform¬ 
ing in the terminal halls," the 
spokeswoman for Frankfurt’s 
international airport told 
AFP. 

"We came up with the idea 
for the kids, who are finding 
the delays particularly trying." 

The clowns, outfitted in 
brightly coloured costumes 
and some parading on stilts, 



started working over the week¬ 
end, when heavy snowfall led 
to hundreds of flights being 
scrapped amid chaos in the Eu¬ 


ropean air traffic network. 

Fights broke out at the air¬ 
port among stressed-out holi¬ 
day travellers according to 
press reports, leading police to 
send in reinforcements. 

More than 1,000 stranded 
passengers had to spend the 
night of this week-end at the 
airport, where camp beds were 
set up in the terminals. 

About half of Frankfurt’s 
scheduled 1,329 flights were 
grounded, mainly because 
other airports around Europe 
were closed due to extreme 
winter weather. 

Over 340 flights were axed. 


Anonymous thief pays for 
stolen hammer, decades later 


PITTSBURGH, Pennsylvania 
- An anonymous thief sent an 
envelope of cash to a family- 
owned supply store in western 
Pennsylvania to pay for a ham¬ 
mer stolen decades ago, one of 
the store owners said . 

The cash arrived at Central 
Contractors Supply Co. in 
Johnstown, Pa., with a hand¬ 
written note saying the hammer 
was stolen 25 to 30 years ago, 
said Lynne Gramling, who 
owns the store with her father. 

"I knew it was wrong, but I 
did it anyway. Enclosed is $45 
to cover the hammer plus a lit¬ 
tle extra for interest," said the 
unsigned letter dated Decem¬ 
ber 6. "I’m sorry I stole it, but 


I- 

have changed my ways." 

While plenty of merchan¬ 
dise has disappeared since the 
family bought the store some 
50 years ago, this is the first 
time anyone has paid for a 
stolen item, Gramling said. 

Gramling took the money to 
a nearby shopping mall, where 
her father was volunteering as 
a Salvation Army bell ringer. 

"I went up and dropped the 
money in his kettle," she said, 
adding that the money was "re¬ 
ally a lot more than a hammer 
would cost." 



PER COUPLE 
WHEN YOU CALL IN Y 


:i 


El 


m i m m 


Dinner under the stars and $1 $2 and $3 Bar 
— "You can't 


leave Aruba 
without getting 
Tattoo'd" 


Mumm 


‘m 

Pinner under the stars then go 
JL It native as we take you 
■a ' v to our secret watering holes 


www.arubaadventures.com 


-Mj 
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www.arubaadventures.com 
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DINNER 


December 24 <fi 25 

PREMIUM OPEN BAR 

From 9:00 p.m. till... 

Includes 18 oz. Yard glass $30 
and all premium brands 
from our Bar like Grey Goose, 
Bacardi, Nuvo, Black Label, etc. 


PREMIUM 
OPEN BAR 


THREE COURSE DINNER 

CREAM OF ASPARAGUS SOUP 

Made with fresh green asparagus, chicken broth, butter, and celery, 
topped with parmesan cheese. 

STUFFED CHICKEN & ROSEMARY SAUCE 

Two Chicken breasts stuffed with spinach and wrapped with bacon, 
served with creamy rosemary sauce, mashed potatoes, and mixed greens. 


BULL SHOT STEAK 


I0.5oz steak, served with gravy sauce, mashed potatoes and mixed greens. 


REGULAR OPEN BAR 

From 9:00 p.m. till... 

• Includes House 
Brands only* 

• Me & Dj 

• LIVE MUSIC! 


REGULAR 


OPEN BAR 


* PRICES PER PERSON, IN USD DOLLARS, NOT VALID WITH OTHER PROMOTIONS* 


RESERVATIONS CALL 586 3WO OR W 31% /L^v 

THERE ARE LIMITED SEATS, RESERVE NOW. Fra® 

J£. IRAUSUl/IN 348 A - 6L/ILPING 6. ACROSS FROM 8APISS0N HOTEL 

OR WRITE TO 0MARI3FR06SARU8A.C0M tSlUlW. SENORFROCS.COM f SENORFROGSARUBA 


FRIED ICE CREAM 

Deep fried vanilla ice cream, rolled in cornflakes, topped 
with chocolate syrup, wipped cream, and cherries. 


FREE BOTTLE OF CHAMPAGNE (Per couple) 


Aruba welcomes new station Blizz 101.7, 
just in time for holiday listening 



Ivan and DJ and Marketing Manager Alexis Werleman 



Station Manager and DJ Ivan Kelie Jr proudly shows off 
state of the art equipment 


Noted music aficionado and 
master of the microphone, DJ 
Ivan Kelie, Jr. was proud to 
welcome colleagues and the 
community to the official 
opening of his own radio sta¬ 
tion, Blizz 101.7 FM on Fri¬ 
day, December 17. Spanking 
new contemporary digs in the 
Bright Bakery building in 
Pedra Plat house the latest state 
of art recording, mixing and 
broadcast equipment to deliver 
music and news on your dial 
seven days a week. 

Ivan will continue his 


beloved show of Classic Rock 
twice a week, on Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 1:00 to 3:00 
p.m., He is joined by popular 
DJ Renzo Muscariello, who 
will be broadcasting daily the 
top 40 Billboard hits Monday 
through Friday from 3:00 to 
6:00 p.m., and DJ Reggie of 
ArubaSalsa will fill in the 1:00 
to 3:00 p.m. slot on alternate 
days from Ivan with the salsa 
and Latin sounds so popular 
with local audiences. 

Marketing Manager Alexis 
Werleman will dominate the 



Principal DJ Renzo 


Muscariello 

morning hours from 10:00 
a.m. until noon, following fa¬ 
mous Melvin Garcia, who will 
start the day. 

Renzo revealed they al¬ 


ready have scheduled as 
guests internationally famous 
DJ’s who are visiting the is¬ 
land, and Ivan, with over 32 
years in the business, has put 


together a dedicated team who 
are on the air, “for the love of 
the music.” 


by Rosalie Klein 
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CROSSWORD 



CROSSWORD 


FREE Coverage on our website: 
www.themorningnewsaruba.com 


ACROSS 

1. Tepid 

5. Child 
8. Ms. Evans 

12. Region 

13. Fuss 

14. Group of 
poems 

15. Seasoning 

16. Lees 

18. Talks idly 

20. Work hard 

21. Part of TV 

22. Roman 
household god 


23. Kind of 
staircase 

25. Power 

29. Gold: Sp. 

30. Hurry 

31. “Love Me 


35. Aptitude 

38. Pierre's pal 

39. Aid in crime 

40. Hot 

43. Distant 
46. Not easily 

forgotten 
48. Of the mouth 


49. Heraldry 
band 

50. By birth 

51. East Indian 
palm 

52. Consumer 

53. “I_ 

Rhythm" 

54. Scrutinize 

DOWN 

1. Stinging 
insect 

2. Sandarac 
tree 

3. Link 

4. Mind over 


5. Ornamented 
cord 

6. “_to Joy" 

7. Walk 
unsteadily 

8. Coy 

9. Imitated 

10. Lengthy 

11. Italian family 

17. Oil-producing 

land 

19. Guido’s high 
note: 2 wds. 

23. Drunkard 

24. Before fix or 
sent 

26. Flowery 
language 

27. Mill or rummy 

28. Up until now 

32. Sock mender 

33. Send out 

34. On an equine 

35. Object of 
abuse 

36. Actor Vigoda 

37. Clunkers 

40. Quaker word 

41. Paddles 

42. Regulation 

44. Mulberry bark 

45. Dash 

47. Modern: prefix 




December 11- December 18 


Sta Crus “Botica Central ” - Pos. Chik.: “Aloe N.V.” 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 


Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 



Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel.587-4300 

EMERGENCY 


Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 


Telephone 100 


TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

Al Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 


Sudoki * 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Mever repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Finance 


US Fed extends dollar lifeline 
for central banks 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
US Federal Reserve yesterday 
extended until August an emer¬ 
gency tool for other central 
banks to access dollars, amid 
market jitters and high demand 
for the safe haven greenback. 

The deal, which had been 
due to expire in January, al¬ 
lows the central banks of 
Britain, Japan, Canada and 
Switzerland, as well as the Eu¬ 
ropean Central Bank, to ex¬ 
change local currency for 


dollars. 

The swap agreements were 
sealed in May, but as a debt 
crisis and slow economic re¬ 
covery continues to roil mar¬ 
kets and put pressure on the 
euro, the Fed said the tempo¬ 
rary facility would be ex¬ 
tended. 

The so-called swap lines 
were set up during the 2008 fi¬ 
nancial crisis, as European and 
Japanese banks struggled to 
access dollars. 



PARIS, France -- Pierre Kosciusko-Morizet (R), CEO of 
PriceMinister, one of France f s leading e-commerce websites, 
and French Industry Minister Eric Besson (2dR) watch a 
screen displaying its website during a visit focused on e-com¬ 
merce, on December 21, 2010 at the PriceMinister f s head¬ 
quarters in Paris. Heavy snowfalls in the last week could help 
online sales to rise in France for Christmas. (AFP PHOTO) 



AHMEDABAD, India -- Indian traders walk past piles of 
onions at the Agricultural Produce Market Committee 
(APMC) in Ahmedabad. India suspended exports of onions, 
a key food staple, after prices of the vegetable soared, adding 
to the government’s inflation woes. (AFP PHOTO) 


Copper prices hit record high 


LONDON, England (AFP) - 
Copper prices surged to a 
record peak yesterday on the 
back of upbeat Chinese data 
and after a key Chilean mine 
halted its exports. 

In trade on the London 
Metal Exchange, copper for 
delivery in three months’ time 
hit 9,392 dollars per ton. 

"Copper has continued to 
rise this morning on supportive 
Chinese trade data and news 
that Collahuasi had called 
force majeure on concentrate 
shipments," said Barclays Cap¬ 
ital analysts in a note to clients. 

"The full and final data set 
for Chinese base metals No¬ 


vember trade data paints an en¬ 
couraging picture. Imports of 
all the metals increased — apart 
from nickel — with the rise in 
copper and tin particularly 
noteworthy." 

Meanwhile, Chile’s massive 
Collahuasi copper mine on 
Monday suspended exports 
following a ship-loading crane 
accident that killed three work¬ 
ers at the port where its con¬ 
centrate is shipped. 

"Collahuasi has declared a 
force majeure on its contracts 
of copper concentrate," said 
mine spokeswoman Bemardita 
Fernandez, using the phrase 
for a contract suspension due 


to circumstances beyond a 
firm’s control. 

The world’s third largest 
copper mine produces around 
three percent of the world’s 
copper and is located near the 
coastal city of Iquique, in far 
northern Chile. 

The industrial metal is used 
in plumbing, heating, electrical 
and telecommunications 
wiring. 

Elsewhere in commodity 
markets yesterday, sugar hit the 
highest level in 30 years and 
coffee struck a 13-year peak, as 
both raw materials were lifted 
by keen demand and limited 
supplies 


Ernst and Young charged with 
Lehman fraud 


NEW YORK CITY (AFP) - 
New York’s attorney general 
yesterday charged accounting 
firm Ernst & Young with fraud 
for allegedly helping Lehman 
Brothers conceal billions of 
dollars in debt prior to the 
bank's collapse. 

In a lawsuit, New York at¬ 
torney general and incoming 
governor Andrew Cuomo 
charged Ernst & Young with 
helping Lehman Brothers re¬ 
move tens of billions of dollars 
in securities from its balance 
sheet "in order to deceive the 
public about Lehman’s true 
liquidity condition." 

The alleged fraud was prac¬ 


ticed seven years prior to the 
2008 collapse, it said in a state¬ 
ment. 

According to Cuomo's of¬ 
fice, the securities were sold to 
European banks in return for 
cash which was used to pay 
down debts and improve the 
balance sheet, "while failing to 
disclose to the investing public 
the obligation to repurchase the 
securities at a higher price." 

"This practice was a house- 
of-cards business model de¬ 
signed to hide billions in 
liabilities in the years before 
Lehman collapsed," Cuomo 
said in a statement. 

"Just as troubling, a global 


accounting firm, tasked with 
auditing Lehman's financial 
statements, helped hide this 
crucial information from the 
investing public." 

"Our lawsuit seeks to re¬ 
cover the fees collected by 
Ernst & Young while it was 
supposed to be using account¬ 
able, honest measures to pro¬ 
tect the public," Cuomo said. 

New York-based Lehman 
Brothers was one of the lead¬ 
ing international banks before 
it was forced to declare bank¬ 
ruptcy in September 2008 due 
an acute lack of cash, which 
accelerated the meltdown of 
the US economy. 


Oil prices strike new two-year high 


LONDON, England (AFP) - 
Oil hit another two-year high 
yesterday in volatile thin trade, 
boosted by a weak dollar and 
freezing weather in Europe 
and the United States, traders 
said. 

Brent North Sea crude for 
delivery in February jumped to 
93.43 dollars per barrel — the 
highest level since October 
2008. It later stood at 93.33 
dollars, up 59 cents from Mon¬ 
day's closing level. 

New York's main contract, 
light sweet crude for February, 
added 25 cents to 89.62 dol¬ 
lars. 

"Brent remained strong and 
hit a two-year high today, fol¬ 
lowing cold weather condi¬ 
tions across Europe that 
increased the demand for oil," 
said Sucden analyst Myrto 


Sokou. "It seems that there is 
some technical buying in the 
oil market as we are approach¬ 
ing the year-end." 

Colder weather in the Euro¬ 
pean continent and northeast¬ 
ern United States has boosted 
expectations for heating fuel 
demand ahead of the Christ¬ 
mas break, helping push up oil 
prices. 

"Brent has reached the 93- 
dollars-a-barrel mark for the 
first time in 26 months," Com¬ 
merzbank analyst Carsten 
Fritsch noted. 

"As trading volumes get 
thinner, we may well see erratic 
and rather incomprehensible 
price movements at times. 

"The cold winter weather in 
Europe can only partly explain 
the rise in crude oil prices," 
added Fritsch. 


The market also found sup¬ 
port from a weaker dollar, 
which makes dollar-priced oil 
cheaper for buyers using 
stronger currencies. In turn, 
that tends to stimulate demand 
and prices. 
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Great Vacation 

Rental Values! 



• Fully furnished 2 & 3 bedroom Town Homes 

• Two community swimming pool plazas 

• Very attractive rates 

• Per room pricing less than major resorts 




Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
rentals@goldcoastaruba.com 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 



our Island... 
M/our Lifestyle... 
O^/bur Home... 




are to 




RTUNITY! 



AM (/ooaC 

v Wlalmok - Aruba 


Gated community with 24 hours security 
Villas, Town Homes and Condos 


Full resort facilities and services 

Prime location near golf course 
and beautiful white sandy beaches 

Vacation rental program 


We Invite You To Visit Our 
Model Villa A Ttown Home 


Closed December 25th 
and January 1st 


Opening Hours: 
Weekdays 9am - 6pm 
Saturday 10am -6pm 
Sunday 12noon - 4pm 


E-mail: info@goldcoastaruba.com 
E-mail: rentals@goldcoastaruba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 * Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U S. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldcoasiaruba.com 


Kroket is on the look-out for friends and family members 



We would like to introduce 
Kroket to you, one of the 
donkeys living at the Aruban 
Donkey Sanctuary. Kroket 


was found wander¬ 
ing in San Nicolas, 
together with his 
mother and some 
other donkeys, 
when he was just 
one year old. As 
traffic is a killer, 
Kroket had to be 
caught; he had been 
injured already. 
That injury, a large, 
gaping wound, had 
probably been 
caused by dog bites. 

As soon as Kroket came to 
us, we took him to the vet. 
There he was anaesthesized 


and his wound was stitched 
up. Kroket needed the anaes¬ 
thesia, because he was wild 
indeed. 

And that wildness stayed 
even when he was recovering 
from his injury until he was 
put together with donkey 
Mocca. That turned out to be 
a golden choice, because 
Mocca protected Kroket and 
that was what the one-year 
old needed among such a 
large herd of donkeys. 
Mocca and Kroket have been 
inseparable ever since and 
together they enjoy life to the 
fullest. 


Kroket has a chip, just like 
the other donkeys. This way 
he can be recognized and all 
his medical information is on 
it. The donkeys at the shelter 
are well-cared for: they get 
their food and drink and 
when they are sick the vet is 
called. 

Yes, they are expensive 
customers. The volunteers of 
the shelter are now looking 
for people who wish to adopt 
Kroket. He will stay at the 
shelter, of course; the only 
thing that is needed is that 
AWG. 30,— per month is paid 
for his keep. In this way you 


help support this wonderful 
donkey as well as the shelter. 
You will receive a nice docu¬ 
ment and a super T-shirt. And 
if you like, your name and 
photo will be posted on our 
website. 

Please call the shelter at 
595-2933 and become 
Kroket’s new family mem¬ 
ber; you can also register as 
an adoptive parent via our 
website www.arubadonkey. 
org or deposit a donation on 
our Aruba Bank account 
40.03.025. 

Please help! 
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Tjol^CoastHruhaTThis 
is the time to invest 




Managers of Gold Coast 
Aruba, the island’s newest 
and most innovative gated 
community, report that 
sales are picking up nicely 
as the global economy be¬ 
gins to recover and those 
with a bit of disposal in¬ 
come are looking to invest 
in a sure thing. Gold Coast 
Directing Manager Fito 
Croes has noticed a sur¬ 
prising percentage of own¬ 
ers are barely using the 
villas or town homes they 
purchase, but taking ad¬ 
vantage of Gold Coast’s 
rental services to turn their 
investment into ready in¬ 
come. 

“The greater portion of 
home owners are using their 
“home away from home” in 
Aruba to escape the winter 
months, or spend holidays 
with the family on the island,” 
he remarked, “but I am grati¬ 
fied by how many are buying 
because they felt secure with 
real estate investment on 
Aruba. They really study the 
history and economy of the is¬ 
land and are impressed with 
the political stability and con¬ 
tinually increasing value of 
prime locations. Gold Coast is 
in the heart of Malmok, con¬ 
sidered Aruba’s most exclu¬ 
sive community; in this area, 
the value of properties has 
only increased over time. It is 
minutes to the best beaches 
and all the action, and yet of¬ 
fers a quiet and secluded get¬ 
away; we are very pleased by 
the response to our concept.” 

Fito, with his sister Mayrin 
and brother Rudy run Cas 
Bon, which has been con¬ 
structing homes and building 
developments for all budgets 
for nearly twenty years. 
“Gold Coast Aruba is the 
jewel in our crown,” observes 
Fito. “We were very excited 
about this project; the scope 
and amenities. We talked to 
countless island visitors to 
find out what they would re¬ 
ally want in a permanent res¬ 
idence on Aruba, and took 


from there.” 

Input from frequent vaca¬ 
tioners who dreamed of their 
own home in Aruba will even¬ 
tually be a community of 260 
town homes, villas and condo¬ 
miniums with a stunning club¬ 
house complemented by two 
additional pools decks, one of 
which has been open for a 
year, the other will be ready 
for the holidays 2010. They 
expect the clubhouse to be 
ready for the community with 


buyers can individualize their 
homes. An elegant and chic 
standard package is available, 
or island designers will assist 
owners in finishing the decor to 
their specific tastes. 

There are many aspects to 
purchasing property; not the 
least is the future value of the 
investment. To further enhance 
this, Gold Coast managers 
have inaugurated a number of 
in-house services and are now 
negotiating with Interval Inter¬ 


a workout room and specta¬ 
cular facilities by the end of 
2011. It will also house a 
restaurant and mini-market. 

Owners who purchased 
upon the groundbreaking 
only a few short years ago, 
are already enjoying a nearly 
50% appreciation on their in¬ 
vestment, particularly those 
taking advantage of the man¬ 
agement association’s rental 
service, There is always a 
great demand for Aruba and 
facilities such as those at 
Gold Coast, making it easy 
for some owners to earn their 
mortgage payments or others 
to see an immediate return on 
their investment. 

The design of the structures 
is open, airy and spacious, fully 
deploying the island environ¬ 
ment, with the finest quality 
construction and finishing 
available. Partnering with two 
of Aruba’s top providers of 
kitchens and bathrooms en¬ 
ables developers to offer cus¬ 
tom options for clients, so 


national to provide a huge in¬ 
ternational pool for investors 
to tap for renters either short or 
long term. Property exchange 
for a vacation in another desti¬ 
nation will also be available. 
Gold Coast’s own rental serv¬ 
ices have also proven highly 
successful in assisting owners 
in renting their villas; 24-hour 
security and maintenance serv¬ 
ices also tip the scales when it 
is time to make a decision. 
Aside from all this, house¬ 
keeping, babysitting and cater¬ 
ing services are also available 
for community members as 
well as airport pick-up and 
drop-off and pre-shopping 
services so cupboards and re¬ 
frigerators are stocked upon 
arrival, which can all be 
arranged through their home 
management department. 

Visit their website: 
www.goldcoastaruba.com for 
more details and availability 
or call 586-2200 to arrange a 
personal tour. 



FASHION BOUTIQUE 

Avenida JVlilio Croes 12 Near Airport (locally Owned) Tel: 5833412 

Shahhy Shic 

carrying the Catest in fashion 


'Receive a speciaCdiscount with this M 


Red Moon: Lunar eclipse 
makes memorable solstice 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - Sky- 
gazers with a clear view in 
North America and Europe 
were greeted with a celestial 
treat in the early morning 
hours yesterday, as a unique 
total lunar eclipse transformed 
the Moon pink, coppery or 
even a blood red. 

Coinciding eerily with the 
northern hemisphere’s mid¬ 
winter solstice — for the first 
time in almost four centuries - 
- the eclipse showed the Sun, 
the Earth and its satellite as 
they directly aligned, with the 
Moon swinging into the cone 
of shadow cast by its mother 
planet. 

Despite being in shadow, 
the Moon did not become in¬ 
visible, though, as there is still 
residual light that is deflected 
towards it by our atmosphere. 

Most of this refracted light 
is in the red part of the spec¬ 
trum and as a result the Moon, 
seen from Earth, turns a red¬ 
dish, coppery or orange hue, 
sometimes even brownish. 

NASA’s veteran eclipse ex¬ 
pert Fred Espenak explained 
that while the entire event was 
to be visible from North Amer¬ 
ica, Greenland and Iceland, 
western Europe sees the begin¬ 
ning stages before moonset 
and western Asia gets the later 
stages after moonrise. 

Two factors affect an 
eclipse's colour and brightness, 
said the US astronomy maga¬ 
zine Sky & Telescope. 

"The first is simply how 
deeply the Moon goes into the 
umbra. The center of the 
umbra is much darker than its 
edges," it says. "The other fac¬ 
tor is the state of Earth's atmos¬ 
phere along the sunrise-sunset 
line. If the air is very clear, the 
eclipse is bright. But if a major 
volcanic eruption has polluted 


the stratosphere with thin haze, 
the eclipse will be dark red, 
ashen gray, or blood-black." 

Lunar eclipses have long 
been associated with supersti¬ 
tions and signs of ill omen, es¬ 
pecially in battle. 



The Moon turns red in Rey¬ 
kjavik, Iceland. 


The defeat of the Persian 
king Darius III by Alexander 
the Great in the Battle of 
Gaugamela in 331 BC was 
foretold by soothsayers when 
the Moon turned blood-red a 
few days earlier. 

And an eclipse is credited 
with saving the life of Christo¬ 
pher Columbus and his crew 
when they were stranded with¬ 
out supplies on the coast of Ja¬ 
maica. 

According to legend, 
Columbus, looking at an astro¬ 
nomical almanac compiled by 
a German mathematician, re¬ 
alised that a total eclipse of the 
Moon would occur on Febru¬ 
ary 29, 1504. He called the na¬ 
tive leaders and warned them 
if they did not help, he would 
make the Moon disappear the 
following night. 

The last total lunar eclipse 
took place on February 21 
2008. Next year, says Espenak, 
will see two: on June 15 and 
December 10. 

A solar eclipse happens 
when the Moon swings be¬ 
tween the Earth and the Sun. 
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PALM BEACH 

PLftZft 

v MALL V 


YOUR PLACE TO 


THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 


OPENING HOURS 


Christmas Eve Christmas Day 

December 24 December 25 

10:00am - 6:OOpm Closed 


Sunday 

December 26 
5:00am - 10:00pm 


REGULAR OPENING HOURS 

Monday-Thursday: 10:00am - 10:00pm 


/ «v-..—* i New Year’s Eve New Year’s Day Sunday 

- December 37 January 1 January 2 

Shopping * Fine Dining * Jewelry * Kids Fun City * Entertainment • Free Parking 10:00am - 6:00pm Closed 5:00pm - 10:00pm 


Anelka, Henry hold out 
on World Cup bonuses 


Teen titan Noh to aim for 
Major glory 



PARIS (AFP) - Nicolas 
Anelka and Thierry Henry 
are the only two members of 
France's disgraced World 
Cup team not to have for¬ 
feited their bonuses from the 
tournament, a French Foot¬ 
ball Federation (FFF) source 
told AFP on Tuesday. 

"They are the last two," 
the source said. 

FFF president Fernand 
Duchaussoy announced last 
month that the 23-man 
France squad had agreed to 
forfeit their bonuses linked to 
the use of their image rights 
at the tournament in South 
Africa. 

"A lot of them have 
signed, it's moving forward," 
Duchaussoy had said. 

Chelsea striker Anelka is 
currently serving out an 18- 
match ban after being sent 
home in disgrace from the 
World Cup after a foul- 


mouthed tirade at then coach 
Raymond Domenech leading 
to his teammates' infamous 
training strike. 

"We haven't discussed it 
particularly. If there's the 
slightest hope it's more on 
Henry's side. Anelka, it 
would amaze me if he gives 
in," the source added. 

Henry, France's all-time 
leading scorer, played a sub¬ 
stitute's role at the World Cup 
and is now playing in the 
United States with the New 
York Red Bulls. 

Domenech was sacked 
after overseeing France's 
first-round exit but Duchaus¬ 
soy said the terms of his dis¬ 
missal did not include an 
agreement to renounce his 
bonus, and they "could not 
prevent him" receiving it. 

"He hasn't received them 
(bonus), but we can't use 
them," added the FFF boss. 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) - 
Teen Korean golf star Noh 
Seung-Yul says he hopes to 
become the second Asian to 
win a Major, following in the 
footsteps of compatriot Yang 
Yong-Eun who sprang a 
shock upset over Tiger 
Woods in the 2009 PGA 
Championship. 

Noh became Asia's 
youngest ever Order of Merit 
champion at the age of 19 
years and 204 days in 2010 
after driving his way to one 
victory and four other top- 
10s during a sparkling season 
which also saw him post two 
impressive performances at 
the Majors. 

It culminated an amazing 
rise to the top for Noh, who 
made his entry onto the Asian 
Tour after earning his card 
from Qualifying School in 
2008 as a 16-year-old and 
went on to win his maiden 
professional title the same 
year. 

"To become the youngest 
Asian Tour number one, it's 
very nice," said Noh, who 
was unable to attend Sun¬ 
day's awards gala after under¬ 
going corrective laser eye 
surgery. 

"But in the future, there 
may be other younger players 
who will become younger 
than me at 19 years old to 
win the Order of Merit," he 
said. 

"In five years time, I want 


to start contending in the Ma¬ 
jors. I am not in a hurry but I 
would like to become the sec¬ 
ond Asian to win a Major. 

"The Order of Merit vic¬ 
tory will get me into the 
British Open next year and if 
I stay in the top-100 in the 
world, I will also qualify for 
the PGA Championship and I 
will try to qualify for the US 
Open as well." 

Noh said competing on the 
Asian Tour helped him 
sharpen his professional teeth 
where impressive displays 
earned him praise from his 
peers and the likes of Greg 
Norman and Padraig Har¬ 
rington. 

"Playing on the Asian 


Tour helped me a lot as we 
play in different countries 
and different courses," said 
the Korean. 

"I had to adapt to the 
changes in grass, food and 
travelling which I think is im¬ 
portant for a golfer." 

Noh is setting his sights on 
Europe for 2011. 

"Next year, I want to focus 
on trying to win in Europe. I 
would also like to play on the 
US Tour as I think all the top 
players want to play there," 
he said. 

Norman, Australia's great¬ 
est ever player, said of Noh: 
"He's an impressive young 
player. He's got a big future." 


Pakistan stars ignored again for IPL 


NEW DELHI (AFP) - Pak- 
istan's cricketers will con¬ 
tinue to miss out on the 
Indian Premier League bo¬ 
nanza after none of them 
were included in the auction 
for next year's money-spin¬ 
ning event, organisers said 
Tuesday. 

No Pakistani featured in a 
list of 416 players whose 
services will be auctioned in 
Bangalore on January 8-9 for 
the fourth edition of the 
Twenty20 tournament, which 
is to be held in April and 
May. 

Pakistani cricketers took 
part in the inaugural IPL in 
2008, but were forced out of 
the 2009 edition due to secu¬ 
rity concerns in the wake of 
the Mumbai attacks, and 
were then ignored for the 


2010 tournament. 

An IPL official said the 
Pakistan Cricket Board had 
not forwarded any names for 
the January auction. 

"The rules stipulate that a 
player must apply through his 
home board if he wanted to 
be put up for the auction. No 
names were received from 
Pakistan," the official told 
AFP. 

Some top stars from other 
countries opted out. The Aus¬ 
tralian trio of captain Ricky 
Ponting, his deputy Michael 
Clarke and fast bowler 
Mitchell Johnson chose to 
give the event a miss. 

Other notable absentees 
include former Australian 
stars Matthew Hayden and 
Glenn McGrath. 



For all your Car Wash needs Pickup service avajlable 
Specialized in Interior Deep Cleaning on request 


Palm Beach Plaza (Parking lot) - From: 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Call today: 561-0389 


FOR RENT 


Beautiful house in Tank! 
Leendert 

Fully furnished with A/C 
1 Bedr., with patio, 1 Bathr., Living and 
Dining room, Kitchen 
Close to Down Town and Hotel area 


Afl. 1.300,- p/m 


(excl: electricity) 
call: 5606800 - 7403696 
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RUSTCR'S 



GARAGE •• 

Sports Bar and Grill ^ Ml ^ 

ARUBA SportiV«S 

Open Monday ■ Friday 3:00 p.w./Satorday®12 - Sunday 10:30 a.m. 


NFL tail-gate WQ every Sunday Starting \ 0:30 am. 


Injured Romo done for 
season 



DALLAS (AFP) - The Dallas 
Cowboys put quarterback 
Tony Romo on injured re¬ 
serve Tuesday, officially end¬ 
ing his season almost two 
months after he broke his left 
collarbone. 

The Cowboys had avoided 
making the move with a view 
to bringing Romo back for 
the last two games of the sea¬ 
son - Saturday's game at Ari¬ 
zona and the season finale at 
Philadelphia. 

The Cowboys perhaps de¬ 
cided it wasn't worth risking 
Romo as they have been 


eliminated from playoff con¬ 
tention. 

Backup Jon Kitna has 
been a solid stand-in, and the 
39-year-old veteran is ex¬ 
pected to start the Cowboys' 
last two games. 

Romo was hurt in Dallas' 
loss to the New York Giants 
on October 25, a defeat that 
dropped the Cowboys to 1-5. 

Romo had just thrown the 
ball when he took a hard, 
clean hit from New York's 
Michael Boley, hitting the 
ground with lhis left shoul¬ 
der. 



T^j MaViaJ 

Tv\ste of 


Authentic Indian Restaurant 


on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 


Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 

V. a 

-W- f rk M 

Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 

1 

w 


• 

Havenstraat 36, 


Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 


| Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 


Bears roar into playoffs by 
routing Favre’s Vikings 



MINNEAPOLIS (AFP) - 
Devin Hester set an NFL 
record with his 14th career 
kick return touchdown and 
Jay Cutler threw three 
touchdown passes Monday 
to power Chicago past Min¬ 
nesota 40-14 and into the 
NFL playoffs. 

The Bears won their 
third NFC North division 
title in six years but the first 
since 2006, improving to 
10-4 and taking control of 
their destiny when it comes 
to claiming a first-round 
playoff bye and a home- 
field edge in round two. 

"It's special," Cutler said. 
"We're not done yet. We just 
have to keep winning." 

Brett Favre, the 41-year- 
old Minnesota quarterback 
ruled out by a right shoulder 
injury two days earlier, made 
a surprise start for the 
Vikings and threw a 23-yard 
touchdown pass to Percy 
Harvin on the game's opening 
drive. 

"I probably should have 
gone straight through the tun¬ 
nel (off the field) after that," 
Favre said. "At least I gave it 
a try." 

But Favre suffered a con¬ 
cussion when he was 
slammed to the turf 3:33 into 
the second quarter by 
Chicago rookie defender 
Corey Wootton and slowly 
rose before walking off the 
field for what might be the 
last time in his career. 

"Just (Favre) being a little 
foggy when we were talking 
about situations with him, we 
knew then it probably would¬ 
n't be a good idea for him to 
go back in," Vikings coach 
Leslie Frazier said. 

All-time NFL passing 
leader Favre's unexpected 


Devin Hester #23 of the 
Chicago Bears is congr- 
taulated by quarterback 
Jay Cutler #6 after scoring 
a touchdown against the 
Minnesota Vikings 

start added to the drama of 
the first outdoor game in 
Minnesota in 29 years. 

It was played in cold and 
slick conditions with wet 
snow falling at a college sta¬ 
dium used because the 
Vikings' usual domed home 
saw its roof collapse due to 
heavy snow 10 days ago. 

But the overwhelming 
performance by the Bears 
stole the show. Cutler had a 
67-yard touchdown pass to 
Johnny Knox and a 15-yard 


touchdown throw to Hester 
to give Chicago a 17-7 half¬ 
time edge 

Hester, in only his fifth 
NFL season, ran back the 
second half opening kickoff 
79 yards to the Minnesota 
6-yard line to set up the sec¬ 
ond of Robbie Gould's four 
field goals, then made his¬ 
tory on a punt return two 
minutes later. 

Hester returned a punt 
64 yards for a touchdown 
2:54 into the third quarter 
for his 14th career kickoff 
or punt return touchdown, 
breaking the record he 
shared with former Wash¬ 
ington standout Brian 
Mitchell, who appeared in 
149 more games than the 74 
Hester has played. 

"It felt great. It's a big 
weight off my back and for 
my teammates," Hester said. 
"We've been closer and closer 
each week to breaking this 
record. For us to do it the 
same week we win the divi¬ 
sion championship, it was 
great. 

"Coaches told me I would 
never be anything more than 
a kick and punt return guy. I 
am a kickoff and punt guy, 
but I'm the best to ever do it. 
Don't dwell on this record 
breaking one 'cause there's 
going to be more I guarantee 
you." 



73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 
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The Essence of aUfestyle 




VISIT OUR MODEL SUITES 

Mon - Fri 8:30 A.M - 5:30 P.M. Sat. 10:00 - 2:00 P.M. 

— J.E. Irausquin Boulevard Palm Beach. ARUBA 
HDMENETo Phone: (297) 525.25.25 Fax: (297) 586.96.96 

Real Estate www.acquaruba.com 


Suspended Salman Butt wants hearing deferred 


KARACHI (AFP) - Pak¬ 
istan's suspended former cap¬ 
tain Salman Butt said 
Tuesday he asked an anti-cor¬ 
ruption tribunal to put off a 
hearing next month so he can 
deal with any possible crimi¬ 
nal proceedings in London. 

The 26-year-old, along 
with pacemen Mohammad 
Asif and Mohammad Aamer, 
was provisionally suspended 
by the International Cricket 
Council (ICC) on charges of 
spot-fixing during Pakistan’s 
Lord’s Test against England 
in August. 

The trio face an ICC tribu¬ 
nal in Doha from January 6- 
11, which will decide 
whether the suspension turns 
into a ban or they are ab¬ 
solved of the charges. 

"I have requested the hear¬ 


ing to be put off so that I can 
settle the possible case in 
London and the ICC tribunal 
will hold a tele-conference on 
Wednesday to take a decision 
on my request," Salman told 
AFP. 

The trio face a potential 
criminal case from Britain's 
Crown Prosecution Service, 
which received two reports 
from Scotland Yard police 
who raided the Pakistani 
team's hotel in London. 

British newspaper the 
News of the World claimed 
several Pakistani players took 
money to obey orders from 
an alleged book-maker 
Mazhar Majeed at Lord’s. 

Salman said British-based 
lawyer Yasin Patel will fight 
his case in Doha and other 
lawyers helped him send a 


reply to the ICC. 

"Patel will be my lawyer 
but we want to settle the 
Crown Prosecution case first, 
if it is initiated, and then fight 
the ICC charges," said Salman. 

Aamer and Asif do not in¬ 
tend to seek to delay the ICC 
case. 

"We want to attend the 
Doha hearing," Aamer’s 
lawyer Shahid Karim told AFP. 

"Maybe Salman’s lawyer 
needs time to prepare for the 
case but we want to attend the 
January hearing." 

Salman last week reiter¬ 
ated his innocence. 

"I have not done anything 
such as this (spot-fixing) in all 
my life or cricketing career," 
Salman told Sky television. "I 
hope I will be cleared and will 
play for my country again." 



LOCATED AT THE HOLIDAY INN 


Black Jack, Craps, 3 Card Poker, Caribbean 
Stud Poker, Slots and daily Bingos!!! 

Only Casino in Aruba 
Where dealers stands on Soft 17 

SPORTS BOOK 

No charge or tax on winnings 

Live simulcast of all major tracks 
Highest limits in Aruba 

POKER ROOM 

TOURNAMENTS 

Mondays & Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. $10 
Wednesdays & Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. $25 
Fridays at 7:00 p.m. $50 
Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. Freeze out $150 
Sundays at 7:00 p.m. Freeze out $100 
(Tournaments are subject to charge as 
per Management criteria) 

Lady Luck is waiting for you 
at Excelsior Casino!! 


Dutchman Robben 
to return against 
Wolfsburg 


MUNICH (AFP) - Bayern 
Munich coach Louis van 
Gaal said Tuesday he was 
counting on Arjen Robben re¬ 
turning to action for the first 
Bundesliga game after the 
winter break against Wolfs¬ 
burg on January 15. 

The Dutchman has not 
played since returning from 
the World Cup in South 
Africa with a torn hamstring. 

"He's very good in train¬ 
ing and he feels absolutely no 
pain," said van Gaal. 

"He's very impatient to 


play, it's normal after six 
months out, but he has to wait 
until January 15." 

Robben will feature in a 
friendly against a German re¬ 
gional side on January 12 and 
if he holds up will play for up 
to 30 minutes against Wolfs¬ 
burg. 

But van Gaal ruled out the 
26-year-old playing during 
Wednesday's German Cup tie 
against Stuttgart. "If I do that I 
think that Dr. Muller- 
Wohlfahrt would have a heart 
attack," joked the Dutch coach. 
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FREE' * 

1/2 ct Gemstone Pendant 
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by Effy 
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limited time offer 

Sterling Silver, 18 kt Gold 
& Diamond Heart 
Link Bracelet 


Exclusive Offer- 
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15 and 90-92 LG. Smith Blvd. * Qranjestad, Aruba | 
Tel: 011-297-588-9812 | 
www.effyjewelers.com * l-877-ASIC-EFFY j 
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